
The Ancient Oak Tree 

 
 
The legendary oak trees around the village of Lania (Laneia) in Limassol, Cyprus—
which are deeply tied to the village's identity and name—have faced collapse and 
severe decay due to old age and disease 
The Historic "Royal Oak" 

 What happened: The original, legendary "Royal Oak" completely 
collapsed and split in two on October 16, 1997. 

 The cause: The tree, which was estimated to be over 800 years old, had its 
root system and internal trunk severely weakened by a long-term fungal or 
bacterial disease. 

 Historical significance: Local folklore holds that King Henry of Cyprus once 
rested under its massive shade. The Sibling "Oak of Lania" 

 Current status: A second monumental oak, considered the "sibling" to the 
Royal Oak, still stands just north of the village. It is also over 800 years old, 
reaches 26 meters in height, and is protected as a natural monument.  

 Safety warning: In August 2025, the Cyprus Department of Forests 
issued an urgent safety warning telling the public to stay away from this 
tree. Due to advanced age, internal decay, and the weight of its massive 8.4-
meter-wide trunk, its heavy branches have begun breaking off and falling 
unpredictably. The vast ancient oak forests that once blanketed Europe, the 
Mediterranean, and parts of the Middle East did not disappear from a single 
event. Instead, they were gradually destroyed over thousands of years by 
human expansion, intensive agriculture, and industrialization 

Today, only fragmented remnants of these ancient ecosystems survive. The decline 
occurred across several major historical waves:  



 
1. Prehistoric & Roman Agricultural Clearance 

 Farming and Grazing: Starting in the Bronze and Iron Ages, humans began 
clearing the deep, fertile soils where oak forests thrived to create agricultural 
fields and pastures.  

 The Roman Empire: The Romans heavily deforested Europe and the 
Mediterranean. They cut down immense volumes of oak for building 
materials, fuel for bathhouses, and to clear land for vineyards and olive 
groves. [ 

 2. The Era of Shipbuilding and Metallurgy 
 Naval Warfare: During the Age of Sail (14th to 19th centuries), nations like 

Britain, France, Spain, and Venice systematically stripped oak forests. A 
single large warship required up to 2,000 mature, centuries-old oak trees 
for its hull and frame 

 Charcoal Fuel: Before coal became widespread, oak wood was heavily 
harvested and burned into charcoal to fuel iron-smelting furnaces and 
glassworks 

 3. Modern Plantation Forestry 
 Conifer Replacement: In the 19th and 20th centuries, commercial forestry 

practices shifted toward fast-growing, straight-grained trees like pines and firs.  
 Shading Out: Vast tracts of old, hollow, or "crooked" natural oak woodlands 

were actively cleared or suffocated out by the dense canopy of commercial 
conifer plantations 

 


