The Lania Story

Lania (officially Laneia) is one of the most historically rich and visually distinctive villages
in the Limassol district — a place where Cyprus’s Bronze Age past, medieval legends, and
deep winemaking heritage all converge. The core takeaway: Lania is one of Cyprus’s oldest
continuously inhabited wine-villages, with settlement evidence dating back to around
1600 BC, renowned for its traditional architecture, ancient wine presses, and strong
cultural identity.

2 Identity & Location

e A traditional mountain village at 575 m elevation on the foothills of the Troodos
range, about 25-26 km northwest of Limassol.

e Population: 281 residents (2011 census).

o Official spelling: Laneia, though locals overwhelmingly use Lania.

i Deep Historical Roots

e Archaeological evidence suggests habitation as early as 1600 BC, linked to copper
transport from the Troodos mines.

e Excavations in nearby Alassa support the idea that Lania sat on a copper-transport
route during the Late Bronze Age.

e Medieval period: inhabited during the Lusignan era; the 12th-century Church of St.
Catherine is a surviving landmark.

@ Winemaking Heritage
Lania is one of Cyprus’s major historic wine villages — a koumantarochori.

e Famous for Commandaria, Zivania, and Soutzoukos.
o Home to authentic Linos (ancient wine presses) and large terracotta jars used for wine

storage.

o Traditional origin of the name: from Lana, daughter of Dionysus, the Greek god of
wine.

o Alternative etymology: from valania (acorns), referencing the once-abundant oak
trees.

A famous legend claims that healthy vines from Lania were shipped to France to help replant
Champagne’s vineyards after disease devastated them.

%% Architecture & Atmosphere

e Narrow stone alleys, wooden doors, bougainvillea-lined courtyards, and preserved
traditional houses.

o The village maintains a strong artistic identity, hosting galleries and studios for local
and international artists.

e The old fountain at the entrance remains a symbol of village life.



% Religious & Cultural Sites

o Panagia Eleousa / Panagia Valana: central church with the ancient Icon of Saint
Mary of Valanas, considered one of the oldest icons in Cyprus.

o Chapels of Agios Georgios and Agia Marina, set among vineyards and fields.

e Commandaria Storage Museum, old olive press, shoemaker’s workshop — all
preserved as cultural exhibits.

& Natural Heritage

o Historically home to the Royal Oak, a legendary centuries-old tree near Agios
Georgios. Though no longer standing, it remains part of village lore.

Festivals & Community Life

e “Lanes and Courtyards of Lania” (May): residents open their homes, gardens, and
workshops to visitors — one of the most beloved cultural events in the Limassol
mountains.

o Known for exceptional hospitality, cleanliness, and preservation of traditional crafts.

& Getting There

e Bus Line 60 from Limassol (approx. 43 minutes, ~€4).
e Taxi: €30—€40, ~24 minutes from Limassol.

* Why Lania Matters
For Cyprus, Lania is a microcosm of rural heritage:

One of the oldest wine-producing communities on the island.

A living museum of traditional Cypriot architecture.

A village with Bronze Age origins, medieval layers, and modern artistic vibrancy.
A place where cultural memory is actively preserved — something you, Henrietta,
already contribute to through your heritage documentation work

£2 Historical Timeline of Lania

A clear, chronological backbone you can use in heritage maps, captions, or interpretive
panels.

Bronze Age (c. 1600-1050 BC)

o Evidence of early habitation linked to Troodos copper routes.
e Nearby Alassa excavations show large-scale copper processing; Lania likely served as
a waypoint village for transport toward the coast.



o Settlement pattern: small clusters of dwellings near water sources and arable terraces.
Geometric—Classical Periods (1050-323 BC)

e Sparse direct evidence, but regional continuity suggests Lania remained a small
agricultural settlement.

o Cultic associations with Dionysian worship may originate here, later forming the
legend of Lana, daughter of Dionysus.

Hellenistic—-Roman Periods (323 BC-AD 330)

o Expansion of viticulture across the foothills of Troodos.
o Terracotta wine jars (pitharia) and early linoi (wine presses) appear in the region.
e Lania’s position on the Limassol-Troodos axis becomes economically important.

Early Byzantine (AD 330-650)

o Establishment of early Christian worship sites.
e Theicon of Panagia Valana is traditionally believed to originate from this era or
slightly later.

Middle Byzantine to Frankish/Lusignan (AD 650-1489)

o Lania is documented as a functioning rural village.

e Construction of the Church of St. Catherine (12th century), one of the oldest
surviving structures.

e Vineyards expand; Lania becomes part of the Commandaria region, supplying
grapes to feudal estates.

Venetian Period (1489-1571)

o Increased taxation on wine production; Lania’s economy remains stable due to high-
quality grapes.
e Defensive architecture in the region improves; Lania retains its open-plan layout.

Ottoman Period (1571-1878)

o Population grows slowly; houses built in stone with wooden upper floors.
e Wine production continues; Zivania distillation becomes widespread.
e The Royal Oak near Agios Georgios becomes a local landmark and gathering point.

British Colonial Period (1878-1960)
e Introduction of modern road networks; Lania becomes more accessible.
o Atrtistic and craft traditions flourish — weaving, shoemaking, metalwork.

e The old village fountain is rebuilt and becomes a central social space.

Republic of Cyprus (1960—present)



e Preservation efforts begin in the 1980s; Lania becomes known as one of Cyprus’s
most picturesque villages.

e Growth of artist studios, heritage museums, and cultural festivals.

e The annual “Lanes and Courtyards of Lania” festival becomes a major cultural
event.

e Today: a living heritage village with strong identity, meticulous upkeep, and deep
community pride.

Overview of Landmarks

Organized exactly in the style you use for your Google-Maps heritage projects — clear,
structured, and spatially intuitive.

Village Core (Central Lania)

o Panagia Eleousa / Panagia Valana Church
o Heart of the village; houses the ancient icon of Saint Mary of Valanas.
o Stone architecture, wooden iconostasis, medieval foundations.
e Old Village Fountain
o Social hub; historically used for water collection and washing.
o Photogenic landmark at the village entrance.
o Traditional Linos (Wine Press)
o Preserved stone press with pitharia.
o Key site for explaining Lania’s Commandaria heritage.
e Commandaria Storage Museum
o Exhibits wine jars, tools, and historical production methods.
e Shoemaker’s Workshop
o Small museum showing traditional leatherwork tools.
o Represents Lania’s craft history.

Northern Sector (toward Agios Georgios)

o Chapel of Agios Georgios
o Surrounded by vineyards and olive groves.
o Site of the legendary Royal Oak.
¢ Royal Oak Site
o Now only a memory, but historically a massive tree used for gatherings.
o Important for cultural storytelling.

Southern Sector (toward Limassol road)
o Artist Studios & Galleries
o Cluster of contemporary creative spaces.
o Often open during festivals.

Eastern Sector (toward Troodos foothills)

e Agricultural Terraces & Vineyards
o Excellent for landscape photography and heritage mapping.



wen Photo points

1. Panagia Valana Icon (Interior of Panagia Eleousa Church)

“The ancient icon of Panagia Valana, venerated for centuries by the people of Lania. Its
darkened pigments and Byzantine features reflect deep continuity of worship in the Troodos
foothills.”

2. Old Village Fountain

“The stone fountain at the entrance of Lania, once the village'’s main water source. A
meeting point for generations, it remains one of the most recognizable symbols of the
community.”

3. Traditional Linos (Wine Press)

“A preserved stone wine press used for Commandaria production. The adjoining terracotta
Jars (pitharia) illustrate the scale of historic winemaking in Lania.”

4. Shoemaker’s Workshop

“A small museum preserving the tools and benches of Lania’s traditional shoemakers.
Leatherwork was once a vital craft in the village'’s daily life.”

5. Agios Georgios Chapel

“A quiet rural chapel surrounded by vineyards and olive groves. The site is closely
associated with the memory of the Royal Oak, a legendary tree that once dominated the
landscape.”

6. Artist’s Courtyard

“One of Lania’s many artist courtyards, where stone walls, wooden doors, and flowering
vines create a natural gallery space. A testament to the village s modern creative identity.”

7. Vineyard Terraces (Eastern Sector)

“Terraced vineyards rising toward the Troodos foothills. These slopes have supported
viticulture since the Bronze Age, forming the backbone of Lania’s agricultural heritage.”

Enjoy your visit



