«>» THE OLD SCHOOL HOUSE OF LANIA

Set at the heart of Lania’s narrow stone lanes, the Old School House stands as one of
the village’s quiet witnesses to its transition from a traditional wine-making settlement
to a modern rural community. Though modest in size, it shaped generations of children
who grew up among vineyards, olive groves, and the rhythms of village life.

‘= Origins and Construction (Early 20th Century)

The schoolhouse was built during the period when Cyprus’s rural education expanded
under British administration (1878-1960). Across the island, villages invested in simple,
durable school buildings — usually one-room structures made of local stone — and
Lania followed the same pattern.

Its construction reflects:
Local craftsmanship: thick limestone walls, timber beams, and handmade roof tiles.
Community effort: villagers contributed labour, stone, and timber.

Practical design: a single classroom, a small courtyard for morning assembly, and a
shaded entrance where children left their satchels.

The building’s architecture mirrors Lania’s traditional homes: stone masonry, wooden
shutters, and a roofline shaped to withstand Troodos winters.

=, = School Life in Lania (1920s-1960s)

Inside the schoolhouse, generations of children learned the fundamentals of reading,
writing, arithmetic, and Greek history. The teacher — often one of the few formally
educated people in the village — held a respected position and sometimes lived in a
room attached to or near the school.

Daily life followed a familiar rhythm:

Children arrived from the surrounding vineyards and orchards.
Lessons began with prayers and a reading from the primer.

A smalliron stove warmed the room in winter.

Chalk dust, wooden desks, and the smell of ink filled the air.

Breaks were spent in the courtyard, where boys played marbles and girls braided
wildflowers.



The schoolhouse was more than a place of learning; it was a community anchor. It
hosted meetings, feast preparations, and gatherings tied to the church calendar. On
feast days, children rehearsed songs and poems that echoed through the village lanes.

fli AVillage in Transition

By the mid-20th century, Lania’s population shifted as younger families moved toward
Limassol for work. Larger regional schools opened, and the old schoolhouse gradually
ceased to function as a primary classroom.

Yet the building remained deeply woven into village identity: Former pupils returned as
adults to share memories of strict teachers and winter lessons. The courtyard
continued to host community events. The building became part of Lania’s heritage trail,
alongside the olive press, wine press, and shoemaker’s workshop.

v Present Significance

Today, the Old School House stands as a preserved reminder of Lania’s educational
past. Its stone walls carry the marks of decades of use; its doorway frames the same
view children saw a century ago. It symbolizes:

The village’s commitment to preserving tradition
The continuity of community life across generations

The story of rural education in Cyprus

#> WHY THE OLD SCHOOL HOUSE OF LANIA CLOSED
1. Declining Village Population (1930s-1970s)

Lania, like many Troodos-foothill villages, saw a gradual decrease in young families
during the mid-20th century. Economic opportunities shifted toward Limassol, and
many parents moved for work in factories, commerce, or the port. Fewer children meant
fewer pupils — eventually not enough to justify a dedicated teacher or a full school year.

This demographic change is the single most common reason rural Cypriot
schoolhouses closed.

2. Centralization of Education Under British and Later Cypriot Administration
From the 1930s onward, Cyprus began consolidating rural education:
e Multi-grade, single-room schools were phased out.

e Children were transported to larger regional schools with better facilities.



e Teacher training and curriculum reforms required more modern buildings.

Lania’s schoolhouse, built for early 20th-century needs, simply could not meet the new
standards.

3. Infrastructure Limitations
The old schoolhouse was charming but basic:
e Oneclassroom
e Limited heating
o No dedicated sanitation block
e No space for science, music, or expanded curricula

By the 1960s-70s, Cyprus required schools to have multiple classrooms, proper
facilities, and safer construction. Lania’s building, though sturdy, was no longer
adequate.

4. Shift Toward Regional Community Schools
Children from Lania began attending schools in:
e Trimiklini
e Moniatis
e Limassol (for secondary education)

Once transport improved, it became practical — and educationally beneficial — to send
pupils to larger schools with more teachers and subjects.

This shift made the old schoolhouse redundant.
5. The Building’s New Role

When the school closed, the building didn’t fall out of use. Like many heritage
structures in Lania, it transitioned into:

e Acommunity meeting space
e Avenue for cultural events
o Apreserved landmark on the village’s heritage trail

Now the Old Schoolhouse is a private residence.



