& Nationalities in Lania: From Antiquity
to Today

A chronological overview of who lived in, passed through, or influenced the village.

B 1. Antiquity (c. 1200 BC — AD 300)

Primary population:

e Ancient Cypriots (Greek-speaking from the Geometric period onward)
Influences present in the region:

e Mycenaean settlers

e Phoenician traders

e Later, Hellenistic and Roman administrators
In Lania specifically: Archaeological evidence (Late Bronze Age + Cypro-Geometric

pottery) shows a Greek-Cypriot rural population, with cultural influence from the wider
eastern Mediterranean but no evidence of settled foreign communities.

I 2. Byzantine & Medieval Period (AD 300-1571)

Primary population:

¢ Greek Orthodox Cypriots
Influences:

e Byzantine administration

e Crusader and Lusignan rule

e Venetian rule (after 1489)

In Lania: The village remained Greek-speaking and Orthodox, with occasional presence
of:

o Frankish landowners (Lusignan period)
e Venetian tax officials

But these were administrators, not resident communities.

I 3. Ottoman Period (1571-1878)



Primary population:

e Greek Orthodox Cypriots (the villagers)
e Ottoman Turkish administrators (non-resident or short-term)

In Lania: Unlike mixed villages in the Mesaoria, Lania remained entirely Greek-Cypriot.
Ottoman presence was administrative only:

o tax collectors
o travelling officials

e occasional soldiers

No Turkish-Cypriot community settled in the village.
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4. Early British Period (1878-1930)

This is the first time Lania sees non-Cypriot residents or long-term visitors.
Nationalities present:

e British engineers (road and bridge construction, including the 1894 bridge era)
o British district officers

e Armenian craftsmen (in nearby villages; occasionally passing through Lania)
e Maronite traders (rare, but present in the region)

In Lania: Still overwhelmingly Greek-Cypriot, but with visible British presence in
infrastructure projects and administration.
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The community has been welcoming different nationalities for many years

5. Mid-20th Century (1930-1974)

Primary population:
o Greek-Cypriot villagers
e A few British families living in the Troodos foothills (especially during the colonial
administration)
New presences:
e British servicemen stationed in Troodos
o Foreign teachers or nurses occasionally assigned to rural areas

e Armenian and Lebanese traders passing through the wine route

In Lania: The school photos from the 1950s—70s show exclusively Greek-Cypriot
children, confirming the village remained culturally homogeneous.

I 6. Post-1974 to 1990s — Migration & Change

After 1974, rural depopulation and urban migration changed the demographic pattern.
New nationalities appearing in Lania:

o British retirees (first wave)

e  Western Europeans buying or restoring houses (Germans, Dutch, Swiss)

e Occasional Australians or UK Cypriots returning to renovate family homes

Still, the permanent population remained majority Greek-Cypriot.

7. 1990s—2010 — Restoration Era & Cultural Tourism

Lania becomes known for its stone houses, courtyards, and artistic community.
Nationalities present:

British (largest foreign group)

Germans

Dutch

French

Scandinavians

Some Russian families (common in Limassol region)

These were mostly homeowners, artists, or long-term residents, not transient workers.



8.2010-2026 — Modern Lania: A Mixed but Small
Community

Today, Lania has a stable but diverse population for a small Troodos village.
Nationalities currently present:

Greek-Cypriots (still the core community)

British residents (largest foreign group)

Germans and Dutch (artists, retirees, remote workers)
French and Belgians

Some Eastern Europeans (Polish, Romanian, Bulgarian)
Occasional Russian or Ukrainian families

A few non-European residents (rare but present)

Characteristics of the modern mix:

o Many foreigners are homeowners, not short-term renters

o The village retains a quiet, heritage-focused identity

o Foreign residents often participate in Lanes & Courtyards, art exhibitions, and
restoration projects

e At the Christmas Carol Concert nearly 30 Nationalities were represented

< Summary: Lania’s Nationality Profile
Over Time

e Ancient to Ottoman era: Entirely Greek-Cypriot

o British era: Greek-Cypriot with British administrative presence

o Post-1974: First permanent foreign residents (mainly British)

e 1990s-2026: A small but steady multicultural community, centred on heritage, art,
and restoration. At the Christmas Caril concert nearly 33

Lania today is a Greek-Cypriot village with a European artistic and residential presence,
but it has never been a mixed village in the historical sense.



